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Foreword An Open Greater
Manchester for All
The Green Party has made no secret, and neither have I, about
our belief that the devolution deal has many flaws. In many key
areas, local politicians are being asked to do more with less support.
Even more, the complete lack of public engagement with the new
structures we have is a disaster.
There should have been more consultation. There should have been a
referendum to ask the people if they actually wanted this. There should
have been a London-style, proportionally elected Assembly to hold the
Mayor to account instead of the closed-door Combined Authority.
We are where we are. If this is to develop into the strong, democratic
institution Greater Manchester needs, and deserves, we must make
it work for the people. The public need to feel ownership of devolution
if it’s to be secured in the long term.
That’s why I’m supporting Citizens’ Forums: a chance for every
community to meet local decision makers, raise the issues that
matter to them, and talk through some of the proposals being
made by the Combined Authority.
Please read on to find out more about my proposals and vision
for the city.

DEFENDING
OUR GREEN
BELT

MORE
AFFORDABLE
HOUSING

BETTER LOCAL
RAIL SERVICES

OUR
HEALTHCARE
IN PUBLIC
HANDS
ZERO
TOLERANCE
FOR HATE
CRIME

Will Patterson

A GM
LIVING
WAGE

A PLAN FOR
GREEN JOBS
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Economy AND Income
Ability to pay the bills
Inflation is back on the up, household costs
are rising again. Too many people already
find themselves struggling to make ends
meet. Even people with steady jobs have to
navigate their way through a harsh benefits
system, or worse, turn to food banks for help.
Even then, the food banks have to provide
cold boxes for families who can’t afford the
energy bills.
This simply shouldn’t be acceptable in one of the world’s
wealthiest economies. While the Mayor’s powers on incomes
and benefits are limited, there are steps we can take.
I’ll establish a Greater Manchester Real-Living Wage,
calculated to meet living costs, as opposed to the UK
Government formula which may be called a National
Living Wage but doesn’t live up to the name.
I’ll commit to the Combined Authority paying the GM
Real-Living Wage, and will insist that its suppliers and
contractors do the same if they want the Mayor’s business.

I’ll drive the Zero Hour Contract out of Greater Manchester.
There will be one further condition to above mentioned
certificate: No Zero Hour Contracts. Greater Manchester’s
workers deserve better than having to wait by the phone every
morning to see if they’re getting paid at the end of the day.
Of course, wage policies only cover people in work, and I
recognise that many trapped in the benefits system or unable
to work find themselves without support.
I’ll challenge the government to be ambitious and
let Greater Manchester take the lead in piloting the
replacement of Universal Credit with Universal Income:
a guaranteed income for everyone in the region, securing
basic living standards for all.
This approach is being trialled in Finland as a measure to
tackle inequality in the country and see that no citizen gets
left behind. By not forcing people to jump through the DWP’s
hoops for payments, we improve everyone’s quality of life.
It means we don’t force people into jobs they don’t want,
encouraging everyone to pursue the career they’re really
aiming for, improving job morale and productivity.
It means people who want to take time out from work for
training or study can support themselves while they do it.
It means people with great business ideas but without the
money to get started can afford to take the risk.
It means parents can reduce their hours or even take a career
break to look after their families.
It means people caring for family members with serious
conditions get proper support to do so.
It’s an example of what we can do to build a better, fairer
society. That’s why it’s at the heart of my vision for a
Greater Manchester that leads the way in social justice.

I’ll push for GM’s Councils and other public bodies to follow
suit, both in their pay and procurement policies. That way,
the people of Greater Manchester can at least trust the public
bodies who serve them to pay their workers a fair day’s
wage for a fair day’s work.
While we don’t have the power in Greater Manchester
to make the Real-Living Wage legally enforceable,
we can at least start an accreditation scheme.
I’ll work with local businesses to pay their employees a
fair wage, and publicise those who do with a Real-Living
Wage certificate.
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THE GREEN POUND
Bringing economy and ecology together
We can put a stop to climate change, but we’ll need to develop
a behaviour change to do it – and I believe that business has
a lot to gain from efforts to reduce our carbon footprint.
By decentralising our economy, we can distribute jobs more
evenly across the region, boost use of our town centres and
support local businesses during the day.

WORKING WITH BUSINESS
A greener, more efficient economy
We were told that the big benefit of devolution to Greater
Manchester would be that it would tackle the problem of the
overly centralised UK economy being based too heavily on
London and the South East. The Combined Authority’s answer
seems to be to focus most of the city region’s economy on
Manchester City Centre and the Salford Quays. This leaves
the outer Boroughs with none of the supposed benefits of
devolution, but also concentrates congestion and emissions
on the City Centre as more people are forced to travel there
for work.

More local manufacturing will support small businesses in
our supply chain, create more local jobs, and reduce supply
miles, cutting the amount of fuel needed to transport goods
to the region.
By encouraging sustainable businesses to set up here in
Greater Manchester, we can create jobs, attract investment,
cut emissions and at the same time send a statement that by
coming to Greater Manchester businesses take responsibility
to the community and the environment, enhancing their
reputation in the marketplace.
I’m ambitious for the region – a Greater Manchester
company address should be a global standard for reliability,
responsibility and sustainability. By building an approach to
climate change that takes in government, communities and
businesses, we can deliver on that goal.

As part of the rethink to the Spatial Framework, I’ll push for
more mixed-use town centres, converting unused retail space
into offices (with residential space above), distributing jobs
more evenly across the region and boosting use of our towncentres and supporting local businesses during the day.
I’ll work with businesses to promote more flexible ways of
working: I’ll support more flexible hours to reduce peak time
demand, and new work from home initiatives and support for
teleconferencing, reducing the need to travel into work when
the job can be done from a home office.
I’ll aim for 20% of Greater Manchester’s workforce to
work from home each weekday, enabling offices to reduce
office space overhead costs, while reducing demand on our
transport network by cutting the need journeys into the centre
while maintaining productivity.
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HOUSING meeting Greater
Manchester’s needs
A walk around Manchester City Centre will
tell you just how bad Greater Manchester’s
housing crisis is – the numbers of rough
sleepers on our streets is spiralling
out of control, as the victims of the UK
Government’s savage benefit cuts and local
government’s elitist housing policy find
themselves with nowhere else to go.
It’s time for action.
STEP ONE
A Roof Over Every Head
The worst part of Greater Manchester’s homelessness
problem is that we don’t even know its true extent: local
Councils are unwilling to take the matter seriously, and
are performing their rough sleeper headcounts at absurd
times such as 2 o’clock in the afternoon.
I’ll push Manchester City Council to re-open the
homeless shelters it ran in 2015 in Hulme and Harpurhey,
and encourage the other nine Councils and other public
bodies to identify vacant property that could be repurposed
as shelters for rough sleepers until we can make enough
permanent housing available.
Ultimately, simply giving people a bed for the night isn’t
enough: we need to give them a home. That’s why I support
the Housing First social model, which sets people with
complex needs on a transition to independent living.
Right now, social services use the “Treatment First” model,
expecting people with substance misuse issues or mental
health problems to sign up to treatment programmes and
show improvement in their condition before they become
eligible for housing. However, it’s the lack of a permanent,
safe place to live that’s making complex problems worse.

STEP TWO
Targeted Help to Those Who Need It
I’ll prioritise support for those groups who need the
most attention and protection.
I’ll work with Women’s Aid networks across Greater
Manchester to protect provision of refuges from women
and families escaping domestic violence.
I’ll work with housing associations and Councils to
prioritise finding safe, secure accommodation for anyone
looking to get out of a violent household.
I’ll tackle homelessness within the LGBTQ community:
nearly a quarter of the UK’s young homeless people identify as
LGBTQ – that massively disproportionate figure highlights how
even in 2017, young gay, bi and trans people are growing up in
actively hostile households.
I’ll work with charities such as AKT to ensure that young
people have a safe space, and through specific campaigns,
encourage LGBTQ adults to step up as foster carers, enabling
young people to grow up in a supportive environment with
positive role models.
I’m a big supporter of the Foyer network, ensuring that young
people in need of help can engage with society, offering
training and support to develop independent living skills.
I’ll champion the key principles of the Foyer Federation:
establishing them as a destination of choice for young
people; offering a balanced community of young people who
can support each other; focusing on learning and work to
go beyond basic life skills; and challenging young people
to engage with the services on offer. Sadly, there are only
three Foyers in Greater Manchester right now, in Manchester,
Salford and Wigan.
I’ll challenge local Councils to work with other housing
providers and the Foyer Network to establish more services
across the city region, and I’ll consult the Foyer Federation on
housing policy.
Greater Manchester’s housing mix needs to include enough
specific provision for older and disabled people: with social
care services overstretched and underfunded, it’s crucial that
providers have enough adapted accommodation to enable
people to live independently where they can.
I’ll set up a review of housing aids and adaptations
available in Greater Manchester, making sure that people
have the right pathways to independent living before being
sent into care.

If we start by getting people off the streets, we can put them
into contact with the help they need from the start, working
with them until they can live independently.
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STEP FOUR
BUILDING THE RIGHT HOMES IN THE
RIGHT PLACES
Housing and planning policy in Greater Manchester has lost
its way. While more and more young people give up on their
ambition to get a foot on the property ladder, while social
housing waiting lists get longer, while more people find
themselves out on the street, we see our local Councils wave
and cheer for luxury high-rise developments and expensive
executive housing on the Green Belt.
I’ll push Councils to think again;

STEP THREE
DEFENDING RENTERS’ RIGHTS
As a private renter, I’ve been through the challenge of finding a
place to live and maintaining it in the face of costs rising faster
than wages. I’m one of the lucky ones, with a responsible
landlord who lives close by. I know that many private tenants
can tell a different story.
I’ll set up a Greater Manchester Renters’ Union (GMRU),
supported by the Combined Authority but designed to provide
an independent voice, lobbying Councils and other bodies for
increased renters’ rights.
GMRU could support renters in legal action against their
landlords by providing advice services, a guide to their rights
as tenants, and signpost other agencies who can help. It
could support groups exposing wrongdoing and challenging
Councils to take action. For example, it could carry out
“secret shopping” exercises to identify lettings agents who
don’t comply with laws relating to fees, or expose racial
discrimination against tenants.

I’ll throw out the Spatial Framework and replace it with a
People’s Housing Plan, which will put social and affordable
homes at the heart of Greater Manchester’s housing strategy.
I’ll focus on reusing empty properties, brownfield sites and
vacant business property, and work with housing associations
and smaller developers to sidestep the profit-based strategy of
the bigger developers.
I’ll challenge Government to put an end to “land-banking”,
where developers buy land then do nothing with it.
I’ll prioritise smaller properties in and around our city and
town centres. This will achieve five things;
• It’ll bring people closer to the jobs and services that are
available, putting them in reach of people who struggle to
afford access to them.
• It’ll put people within easier reach of the more
comprehensive parts of our public transport network,
allowing them to get around freely without the need to run
their own car, saving money and reducing congestion.

I’ll set up a GM Landlord Register, setting up a Greater
Manchester-wide directory of accredited landlords whose
properties meet key standards.

• It’ll widen the customer base for local businesses, offering
them the chance to stay open longer and create a more
diverse, vibrant night-time economy.

I’ll campaign for better legislation at Westminster,
including a mandatory landlord licence scheme, rent controls
and stable tenancy agreements.

• Smaller properties will be more affordable, allowing people
who want to get on the property ladder to do so with an
affordable, accessible starter home.
• Most importantly for renters, the emphasis on smaller oneand two-bedroom properties will allow those in need of
Housing Benefit to beat the Bedroom Tax.
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Anyone coming to study in the region should finish their
course with great memories of where they lived, and hopefully,
want to stay and contribute to the community that helped
shape them. Substandard, overpriced housing will drive these
people away and sour their experience of Greater Manchester
– that’s not acceptable.
I want Greater Manchester’s planners to study and pilot the
Barcelona model of “superblocks”, bringing residential blocks
together into small neighbourhood zones, where traffic can
pass around but is heavily restricted inside the zone, creating
safer, more social spaces for pedestrians and cyclists.

STEP FIVE
CHANGING ATTITUDES TO HOUSING

I’ll defend the right of young adults to independent living:
I’ll demand the Government drop plans to strip 18-21 year olds
of their right to access housing benefit.

Margaret Thatcher’s “Right to Buy” policy has proven
catastrophic for our communities, and not just because it cut
off the supply of Council-owned social housing. Worse still, it
created a stigma against renters: an idea that because you
don’t own your own home, you’re less of a successful member
of society than your neighbour.
As a renter, I know that’s not true, but large concentrations of
one specific housing type still create division and resentment.
I’ll support housing associations and builders who draw
up shared ownership and mixed tenure developments,
where the ownership status of your neighbour isn’t obvious,
and doesn’t matter.
I’ll work with Greater Manchester’s higher education
institutions: our student community often relies on private
rented accommodation, particularly after first year.
I’ll work with our universities to make sure that the
accommodation they provide is affordable, and they have
access to the landlord accreditation service, ensuring that
students are pointed in the direction of reliable landlords.
I’ll call out the corporate landlords who use student
accommodation as a “cash cow”, without maintaining
a decent standard of living in their properties.
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POLICING Safer Streets,
Stronger Communities
There are two pillars to an effective police
service: support from decision makers,
and trust in the wider community. Greater
Manchester is a diverse, complex region,
and its policing needs to reflect that – I want
to see police officers freed from their desks
to get out onto the streets, building trust
with local residents and business owners.

I’ll step up the Zero Tolerance approach to hate crime,
including racist, sexist, homophobic and transphobic violence
and harassment and hate crimes against disabled people.
I’ll set up a Greater Manchester review of training,
resources and delivery of local health, police, child, adult and
community services to ensure harmful practices such as
female genital mutilation, honour killings and forced marriage
are prevented or prosecuted.
If politicians keep trying to change the balance between public
security and civil liberties, we’ll end up with neither. I’ll work to
defend the freedoms that we’re at risk of taking for granted.
I’ll review the GMP’s approach to policing lawful
demonstrations, and apply tough scrutiny to stop and search
powers, expecting full documentation for every time those
powers are used.
I’ll put an end to the use of tasers – incidents where
they’ve been used in error have caused serious harm to
innocent people.
We all need to know that we can rely on our police force to
keep us safe, but right now, not everyone in our community
feels that way. GMP has made good progress in recent years,
but there’s still more work to do.

I’ll challenge government to reverse its funding cuts
to police and fire services.
I’ll set new priorities for the police to work with local
communities, protecting civil liberties and ensuring fair
treatment for everyone.
I’ll look again at how we deploy the police, with a major
emphasis on neighbourhood and community policing.
I’ll start a new recruitment drive for Community
Support Officers in each local community, to make teams
more representative of the population they serve, increasing
trust levels.
I’ll push for more officers to get out of their cars,
with more foot and bike patrols to make policing more
visible and approachable.
With so many people from so many backgrounds making
Greater Manchester a great place to live, it’s crucial that the
police protect the diversity we enjoy.
I’ll build on the GMP’s progress on making the force as
diverse as the population, and I’ll push to identify underrepresented areas of the community with specific recruitment
drives where needed.
I’ll review the GMP’s approach to the Prevent strategy,
which has placed entire communities under suspicion.
I’ll work with community groups and local leaders to develop
positive challenges to the threat of extremism in whatever
form it takes.
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Transport AND Health
The Air We Breathe
and the Way We Move
With reports indicating that as many as two
thousand people in Greater Manchester could
be dying early as a cause of air pollution,
it’s clear that our congested city region is
carrying a heavy public health burden.
I’ll focus on improving air quality: dealing with traffic,
supporting public transport and promoting a more active
Greater Manchester.
I’ll push more thorough and continuous pollution
monitoring, and launch a consultation on emergency
measures to reduce traffic when pollution is at its highest,
enabling the Combined Authority to take action when public
health is most at risk.
I’ll work to avoid a blunt congestion charge being rolled
out in Greater Manchester: until serious, attractive public
transport alternatives are available, a punitive congestion
charge will do nothing to tackle pollution – all it will do is
monetise congestion.
I’ll target the serious offenders, the highest emission vehicles
as part of the “polluter pays” principle;

I’ll push for extra investment in the Metrolink network,
to link up the existing lines with an “Outer Circle” network.
This will bring the tram network to more communities, and
connect the outer Boroughs without the need to enter and
exit the City Centre.
I don’t support the proposed HS2 route to London as I feel
it’s the wrong priority for Greater Manchester’s rail users.
Focusing on slightly shorter journey times to the Capital is a
slap in the face for Greater Manchester’s everyday commuters
forced to cram on to overcrowded, underpowered, unreliable
rolling stock as a matter of habit. Instead, I’m putting high
quality ahead of high speed: passengers between Manchester
and Liverpool (and also Wigan and Liverpool City Centre) have
already gained from more modern trains on an electrified
network, and it’s time for Greater Manchester to get the same
benefits. I’ll lobby for a faster, broader electrification schedule,
with more modern, comfortable, and higher capacity trains.
That’ll make our rail network a real alternative to driving,
and of course, moving away from diesel will mean lower
emission trains.
With one in five cars on the road during the morning
rush hour taking children to school, working with Councils
to reduce traffic around schools will reduce congestion,
improve our air quality and help young people towards their
target of one hour of physical activity each day. I’ll support
walking buses, and get behind the Living Streets WOW
campaign – a year-round walk-to-school challenge for
primary pupils. I’ll also push for Greater Manchester to go
beyond national targets for young people walking to school:
campaigners have called for a 55% target nationally; I want
to aim for at least 60%.
I’ll seek to appoint a Walking and Cycling Champion for
Greater Manchester, who’ll oversee a real behaviour change
programme encouraging everyone across the city region,
regardless of their age or background, to walk or cycle more.

I’ll roll out a network of London-style Low Emission
Zones placing the heaviest burden on the heaviest polluters
while minimising the impact on low emission vehicles and
everyday travellers.
I’ll lobby the Department for Transport to launch a “smart
road-pricing” scheme, again avoiding blanket charges for
entering the city, but focused on heavily-used routes at peak
times, encouraging motorists to avoid key pinch points.
I’ll support the electric car network, calling for more
charging points across Greater Manchester.
I’ll use the new powers to regulate Greater Manchester’s
bus network, and move to low emission buses being the
standard around the city region.
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NHS Greater Manchester
Defends our NHS
With reports indicating that as many as two
thousand people in Greater Manchester could
be dying early as a cause of air pollution,
it’s clear that our congested city region is
carrying a heavy public health burden.
STEP ONE
I’ll work with health authorities to put a stop to the Tories’
privatisation agenda, and work to roll back the influence
of the market in our NHS. It’s estimated that the presence of
the market costs the NHS at least £4.5 billion across England
– that works out at £230 million of Greater Manchester’s £6
billion budget. In the current financial climate, that’s money
that could be better spent on treatment and care.
I’m clear about where the problems lie in our NHS: it’s not the
people who are using the services, but the decisions taken to
starve the service of the funding and staffing needed.
I’ll fight any proposals to introduce background checks or
upfront charges for any patient using the health service –
a passport check for our new citizens today can easily become
a credit check for all our citizens tomorrow, and I won’t allow
our NHS to be used as a fig leaf for migrant bashing.

STEP THREE
All the support for health and social care will come to nothing
if we don’t do more to tackle the region’s poor health record.
The need to act is clear:
• Eight of GM’s ten Boroughs are among those in England
with the worst rates of premature death;
• Six of GM’s Boroughs on the list of the worst premature
death rates due to cancer, with another three performing
worse than the English average;
• Eight Boroughs are among England’s worst-performing
Boroughs for premature deaths due to heart disease;
• Five are on the list for highest rate of premature deaths
due to stroke, with another four performing worse than
the average;
• Lung disease is a major killer in eight of the ten Boroughs;
• All ten Boroughs are among England’s worst for premature
deaths due to liver disease.
I’ll work with the Councils to protect funding for Quit
Smoking services; and I’ll push planning and licensing
committees to look seriously at restricting permission for
new alcohol and tobacco off-sales where they’re already
widely available.
I’ll work for exclusion zones against fast-food shops
around schools and promoting walk-to-school initiatives
to improve public health in young people.
I’ll also defend funding for consistent sexual health
services across the ten Boroughs, including funding for
PrEP, preventing the spread of HIV and AIDS.

STEP TWO
It’s not just the NHS that’s underfunded – our social care
system is overstretched, leaving people without the care
options they need. While the UK Government is shrugging
its shoulders, Councils across the country are struggling to
balance the books, and have to resort to increasing the Social
Care precept to meet the needs of residents.
I’ll encourage more co-operation between the Councils,
to make sure that a good idea in one Borough gets rolled
out across all ten.
I’ll make sure that the Councils and health bodies are talking
to each other effectively – by bringing the way we run our
health services and our care services closer together, we can
get people the treatment they need faster, and prevent them
from having to stay in hospital if they don’t need to.
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STEP FOUR
One in four people will face a mental health issue at some
point in their livers, and Governments repeatedly promise to
treat mental health provision with the same seriousness as
physical health. But that promise has been repeatedly broken.
In Greater Manchester, we now have the opportunity to tackle
this issue properly.
I’ll defend funding for Mental Health services, and
support the newly-merged Greater Manchester Mental
Health Trust to preserve local services across the area it
covers. I’ll also encourage public bodies to work closely
with voluntary organisations to deliver top-quality, 24/7
mental health support.

STEP FIVE
I recognise that Councils have been forced to do more with
less money, and I recognise the efforts they’ve made to keep
services running where they can. I also believe that while
the devolution of health and social care offered to Greater
Manchester falls well short of the full range of capabilities and
funding we need to make a real difference, the fact that we
can set a local agenda for healthcare gives us an opportunity
to work well with what we can – by bringing together health
services, care services and public health strategy, we really
can build a healthier Greater Manchester despite the Tory
Government at Westminster’s attempts to run down the NHS.
Whoever you elect on 4th May will have only limited powers
on health – most of the decision making will be done by NHS
bodies within Greater Manchester, rather than the Mayor.
Even those bodies will have to work within the same budgets
and policies handed down to them by Ministers and officials
in Whitehall.
Where the Mayor can make a real difference is in leadership,
and in getting all the partners around the table to deliver a
good service for everyone in Greater Manchester. The Mayor
can be Greater Manchester’s voice, calling on Government
to offer real flexibility, allowing us to make the decisions that
matter locally, and keep our Health Service in our hands.
If I’m elected Mayor, that’s exactly what I’ll do.

I’ll use the Mayor’s Police and Crime powers to make
sure we treat substance misuse as a healthcare issue
rather than a crime, easing pressure on the criminal justice
system and setting vulnerable people on the road to recovery.
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GREEN BELT Protecting
Natural Beauty
There’s a flaw at the heart of the Spatial
Framework: it includes a plan to redraw
our Green Belt boundaries and sacrifice
12% of existing Green Belt land. It’s met
the objection of local communities across
Greater Manchester who will be affected,
and don’t want to see their green spaces
sacrificed to serve local officials.

It’s not just our Green Belt that’s under threat: some of the
remaining green spaces in our towns and cities are being
eyed by developers and Councils for building. These sites are
essential: they’re magnets for biodiversity, improving our local
environment; they’re a place to exercise, improving our public
health; and in a hectic, busy area, they’re a place to stop and
think when we need it.
I’ll defend areas such as Pomona and Nutsford Vale.
In particular, former industrial sites that have been reclaimed
by nature are at risk.
I’ll work with Councils to identify urban and industrial
areas that have been reclaimed by nature, and in a
re-written Framework. I’ll have them designated as new
Green Belt areas in addition to the existing Green Belt boundaries.
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Public Transport
Getting Greater
Manchester Moving
With high levels of dangerous emissions
threatening a public health nightmare in
Greater Manchester, and with 31% of GM
households having no access to a car, the
Mayor has to give full support to improving
our public transport network.
With increasing pressures on our health
and care services, we need to take every
opportunity we can to help people lead
healthier, more active lives. A transport
plan that reflects the importance of walking
and cycling is crucial to making Greater
Manchester healthier.
TAKING CARE OF THE BASICS
Getting Our Public Transport Network Right
Research has shown that certain journeys in Greater
Manchester (for example Wigan to Manchester City Centre)
are particularly stressful no matter how you make them. That
means right now, there’s no obvious incentive to get people
out of their cars and on to public transport.
The worrying thing is that politicians are excited about a
handful of public transport projects, but only the ones that
work for inter-city journeys. While figures in local and central
government are cheerleading for HS2, getting passengers to
London quicker, or additional high-speed projects across the
Pennines, they’re ignoring the vast majority of passengers
(and, more importantly, overlooking the numbers of potential
passengers who would love an alternative to sitting in rushhour traffic) on our local services.

I’ll push for High Quality before High Speed.
I’ll hold rail franchises to their promises of more and
newer rolling stock.
I’ll lobby for a faster, broader electrification project, with
the aim of every rail line in Greater Manchester running faster,
more modern electric trains.
I’ll support rail expansion projects that have public
demand behind them, in particular new stations on
existing lines.

A Wider Metrolink Network Connecting
Our Communities
It’s great to see our Metrolink network expanding, but I’m
frustrated that it’s too heavily focused on the City Centre –
by having the Outer Boroughs connected from the centre, we
see a journey between Greater Manchester’s outlying towns
become two journeys: one into the City, and one out again.
That lengthens journey times, takes up tram capacity, and
potentially puts off some passengers who might decide that
the journey is quicker and easier by car.
I’ll push for extra investment, for a new Phase of
Metrolink expansion: an Outer Circle to link up the current
arms of the Metrolink network, connecting more communities,
allowing for more flexible journeys, and helping to spread out
the economy of Greater Manchester.
I’ll push for the remaining Boroughs to be connected
to the network, exploring the possibility of ‘tram-train’
services in some areas. Bolton, Stockport and Wigan are
currently neglected by the current service – it’s time to get
all ten Boroughs connected.
Most importantly, I want a service that’s accessible. Right
now, passenger lifts at some Metrolink stations are being
turned off early, effectively shutting the network down to
wheelchair users.
I’ll push for step-free access at all stations for as long
as there are trams stopping at them.

They’re ignoring the rail services that are already overcrowded
halfway to their final destination, with enough passengers
waiting to board to fill another train. They’re ignoring the tired,
failing infrastructure. They’re ignoring the cuts that are being
threatened to existing services.
I won’t.
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Reducing Car Usage and Working With
Business to Reduce Demand
While it’s important to improve our public transport offering
to tempt people out of their cars, some drivers might need an
extra push to get them to avoid the rush hour.
I’ll support Car Clubs in Greater Manchester, and work
to encourage car sharing wherever possible.

A Bus Network That Puts Passengers
Before Profit
With bus companies announcing yet another round of
service cuts, it’s clear that passengers are being badly
served by the current system. That’s why the powers
coming to Greater Manchester to re-regulate our bus
network are needed – and I’ll use them.
I’ll make sure there’s a clear integrated bus service,
connecting the communities who need it the most. I’ll
also push for the buses themselves to be accessible and
environmentally friendly – with low-floor, low-emission
buses as standard.
I’ll work towards flattening our public transport fare
system: I oppose a full zoning system for Greater Manchester
but would initially consider two fare levels – one for travel
within an individual Borough, and one for travel across
Greater Manchester.

I’ll also support businesses who want to introduce
flexible working and work-from-home initiatives:
the classic 9-to-5, always in the office model of work is
becoming out of date, so I’ll encourage businesses to engage
with technology that allows people to work remotely where
possible, benefiting workers with a better work-life balance,
and saving businesses money in office overheads.
I’m monitoring Nottingham’s Workplace Parking Levy –
this is a charge to businesses who offer more than ten parking
spaces to employees. Since introducing it, car usage has
fallen in the city and the Levy raised more than £9million
in 2015-16. Council Leaders in Greater Manchester were
considering this a few years ago but then abandoned the
plans. I want to revive the idea, particularly in those areas
of the city region most affected by congestion.
I’ll support Councils who want to develop initiatives such
as ‘Car Free Sundays’, allowing people to come and walk
around and explore our town centres freely and safely.
I’ll also look at how we can get freight off our roads, with
more rail links, and bringing Greater Manchester’s network
of waterways back into play.

I’ll also support plans for passengers to be able to buy
a single ticket at the start of their journey for all its
different stages, from the bus, to the tram, to the train.
I’ll work to abolish the twisted Peak Time fares which
punish people, particularly lower paid workers, for using the
network when they need to – and push for an All-Day Ticket
that works all day.
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EQUALITY
A Government That
Looks Like the People

I’ll speak up for the rights of EU citizens who have made
Greater Manchester their home, and deserve better than
to be treated as a bargaining chip in Brexit negotiations.
I’ll push for accessibility to be at the heart of everything
we do, with the needs of disabled people listened to first
in every policy decision, particularly in health, social care,
housing and transport.
If devolution is to work, it has to work for everyone in
all ten Boroughs. That recognition will be the motto for
my administration.

We need to do more to make sure that our
government reflects the people we serve.
I’ll push for gender balance in senior appointments.
If no women apply for a senior job in the Combined Authority,
I’ll hold the post open until they do.
I’ll fight the government’s decision to take Housing
Benefits from young people.
I’ll fight the government’s decision to end student
nursing bursaries, to encourage young people who want
to pursue such an important career.
I’ll promote understanding between people of different
faiths and none, for example, through supporting locallevel interfaith forums, and encourage open working and
collaboration between faith groups, the police, schools,
voluntary groups and community organisations.
I’ll reaffirm the contribution that refugees, asylum
seekers and economic migrants make to Greater
Manchester and do more to ensure people are fully included
in their local community and economy.
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Summary The Great
Northern Green House
Everything I have detailed and promised above reflect the philosophies
and policies of the Green Party.
Should the people of Manchester elect me as Mayor, I will work
tirelessly to ensure that everything I promise in this document comes
into fruition. At that point I am certain that Greater Manchester will
transform from what it is today to a Great Northern Powerhouse, and
then into a Great Northern Greenhouse. The Great Northern Greenhouse
will be a Metropolitan area that people and politicians all around the
world will look to as the standard for a sustainable, fair, prosperous city
for all individuals that live within it.
Voting numbers in this country have taken a decline in recent years.
It’s clear to see that this is because the people have lost faith in the
promises that politicians make. However, when it comes to my promises,
if the public are to ask me whether I’ll keep them or not, I have one
response;
#yesiwill

DEFENDING
OUR GREEN
BELT

MORE
AFFORDABLE
HOUSING

BETTER LOCAL
RAIL SERVICES

OUR
HEALTHCARE
IN PUBLIC
HANDS
ZERO
TOLERANCE
FOR HATE
CRIME

A GM
LIVING
WAGE

A PLAN FOR
GREEN JOBS
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